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Introduction

By Ahmed Said

(July, 2015)
On the SixtySecond Anniversary of

The Voice of the Arabs

On Saturday, the fourth of July, 1953, at exactly 6:00 p.m.,
before sunset, a chorus went on the air from Cairo, singing:

Gh ! N} 6 Df2NASaxz
| 2y2NIFofS YFHadSNR Ay 2dzNJ O2

They promised a fresh beginning in the history of the Arab
nations, calling forevolutions to liberate them from the
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British and French colonization which looted their wealth
and monopolized their bounties. Historians would later
recordt foes before friends the enormity of the positive,
enlightening, and revolutionary event that Cageated in
the 1950s and 196@sthat nascent radio station: the Voice
of the Arabs.

Many Arab and now#\rab politicians and analysts have
guestioned the reasons for the rapid rise and fame of this
nascent radio station, which made the command of the
FrenchBritish aggression over Egypt in 1956 decide to
bomb its relay stations in Abu Zaabal, northeast of Cairo.
The aim of which, as pointed out in a joint BritisStench
committee document, was to deprive Gamal Abdel Nasser
of the support of the one hundred nidn Arabs who were
mobilized by the Voice of the Arabs against Britain and
France and against their common mission to strike and
liquidate Nasser and eliminate his policies.

| believe that these Arab mobilizing days did not come out
of mere statements sdnacross the air. The causes of
media successes are many, including craftsmanship,
dazzlingperformance, or exploitation of paradoxes, and
the use of psychology, performing arts, and heeding to
LJa @ OK2 f 2 3 faina e neRadd OFS dealing
negatively ad positively with the knowledge and
behavioral inventory of the recipients, to the latest
legaciesof preachers throughout the ages of mankind. But
It who had lived the Voice of the Arabs when it was just an
idea suggested by Fathi-Bkeeb, the young capta who
was charged with Arab affairs in the nascent Egyptian
General Intelligence Agency in 1353 attribute the
reasons for the rapid and distinctive success of the Voice of
0dKS ' N 04z FFGSNJ D2R F'f YA3IK
interconnected and almost overlapgeareasons that seem
one whole reason despite their multiplicity, as the cause
for the success of any honest media outlet.
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The first of these reasons is this: the specific national goals
of the media how noble, honorable, and popularare
based on the solidground of any successful media building.
There were three objectives of the Voice of the Arabs,
according to the memorandum of Fathieeb. President
Abdel Nasser added a fourth dimension on the day | met
him.

The first is to raise the awareness of theab citizen of all
conspiracies plotted against him. The second is a call for
liberating the homeland from the colonizer and clarifying
the objectives of the July 23 liberation revolution in this
regard.

The third is to address the problems of the Arabriddoy

analyzing and confronting all the wrong policies of the
ruling Arab authorities, including the government of the
revolution in Egypt, if it erred, and convincing the Arab
citizen that this radio is a true embodiment and a sincere
expression of his dpes, pains, and views. The fourth is a
call for recovering the wealth of the Arab warleéspecially

the oit 6 KA OK &K2dzf R 0S3 AYy bl &&SN

of Arab strength rather than weakness, in the face of the
ambitions and conspiracies of others.

The second reason for the excellence and success of the
voice of the Arabs was the unlimited ceiling of freedom
within the framework of the great national liberation goals
politically, economically, and culturally, which were
successively confirmed in var@positions and crises with
the Egyptian political leadership. The most prominent of
which was the lack of participation of the Voice of the
Arabs in supporting the decision of the Revolutionary
Command Council, which triggered the crisis of what is
known as the March 1954 crisis against Major General
Mohammed Naguib.



tKS &4SO2yR ¢l a GKS SadlofAaKY:
GUKS +2A0S 2F GKS ! NI} oa &akK2zdzF
what it says, and only questioned about the results of what

AlG al @aodé nhe&derSonadlyl chticizédltlge Voice

of the Arabs campaign against annexing Jordan to the
Baghdad Pact in 1955, in the presence of the British chief

of staff General Timbler. This included the broadcasting of

a statement about the Fatah commando operatiionthe

spring of 1965, despite the existence at the time of strict
presidential instructions barring all the Egyptian audio

visual and readable media from referring to Fatah, as a

whole. This ban was due to the suspicion that most of its

leaders when it was established that year in Damastus

belonged to the international organization of the Muslim
Brotherhood.

Perhaps the most assertive of the unlimited ceiling of

freedom enjoyed by the Voice of the Arabs, was a speech
delivered by Abdel Nasser himself etNational Assembly

during a meeting held by the parliamentary committee on
CSONHzZE NB HpI mMopcp® LY KAE &LISS
SEI YLX §= a4L121S RdNAY3I whk Yl RI Yy
FLILINE @S 2Fd L KSFNR GKAy3a L R
tell him what to say and how. This would kill the Voice of

GKS I N})6a FYyR RSLINAGS Al 2F Al

The third reason for the success of the Voice of the Arabs
in the 1950s and 1960s is attributed to its working young
generation of men and women. The statioadan in 1953
with only two people, and then increased continuously,
untii  they became sixt§ive broadcasters and
administrative employees when 1 left it in September 1967.
They were charged with up to twentyne hours of
broadcast time a day, and were etimpeting faithfully and
enthusiastically, believing in the principles of the
revolutionary national liberation and the honor of
belonging to the radio that called for them. They had in

10



their depths a noble and holy awareness that their words,
or even thenational songs they delivered over the air, may
produce a martyr in the far reaches of the country. So they
were careful to choose the right word and pick the right
songs. As a result, their programs fulfilled what the country
and the pace of its revoluihs needed throughout the
multiple battles of the struggle, over twenty years in the
second half of the twentieth century.

These are the three overlapping reasons for the success of
the Voice of the Arabs in the distant past. What about the
reasons for a bpedfor success for the Voice of the Arabs
as it reaches the age of sixtwo amid the hustle of images
and colorful broadcasts to the Arab world transmitted
today by hundreds of satellite TV channels.

The reasons are still the same: the goals, the apitif
freedom, and the family of workers. | will start talking
about the workers at the Voice of the Arabs today, as it is
celebrating its sixgsecond anniversary. They are, no
R2dz G Y2NB F2NlidzytdS GKIy 4S5
centuryt with their means of knowledge, which can deeply
instill in them a strong faith in life with direct, common
goals that connect them effortlessly to millions of
audiences throught KS | @F Af oAt AGe 27
personal communication, relaying an awareness of the
new patterns of colonialism.

As for the ceiling of freedom, the viewer of the events of
the socalled Arab spring realizes the complete dissipation
of this ceiling, especially after the modern means of
communication offered each citizen his own radio, stre
and newspaper. Any attempt to block an opimion
however slanderous or ban it however false would be

a kind of naivetéand madness. This allows the Voice of the
Arabs, and any honest media apparatus, to advance, excel,
and overwhelm if called for liberdiuman thought and

11
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decent collective interests. These objectives, as follows,
remain the reasons for the desired success of the Voice of
the Arabs:

1 Making the recipients in a manner similar to a
constant media campaignaware of the new
methods of coloniaim in depleting the Arab
wealth and the creation of enmity among their
peoples in order to rupture them and fragment
their countries.

1 The sanctification and heeding of science,
spreading the value of work and production and
developing it as the basis ofdj and ensuring
the rapid access to the modern age, armed with
the means of knowledge and economic and
military strength.

1 The call for a stable activation of democratic
LIN} OGAOS dzyRSNJ GKS aftz23Fy.
people, by the people in the framework ohe
K2f e LJdz2N1L}R2aS¢éT AdSdr G(GKS ¢
for all the people.

hy SaidlofAakKAy3a (GKS LIS2LIX SQa |
these goals will immediately push the Arab masses to

achieve unity of action and destiny, among all their
countries, as aimpenetrable barrier in the midst of global

blocs that want us fragmented, meager, and living in

conflicts and backwardness. | can almost hear from the
revolutions of the Arab Springdespite all its internal and

external suffering a herald promising an Apafuture in

which the rule is for the people, by the people, and for the

welfare of the people.

12



The Emergence of Egyptian Radio

Egypt knew radio broadcasting in the second decade of the
twentieth century, in the form of private or civil radio
stations of a purely commercial nature. These stations
bore the names of their owners, or the names of public
figures. For example, there were Radio Sabo, Radio Farid,
Radio Sayegh, Radio Princess Fawzia, and Radio Magazine.
It is difficult to fully or exactly enumeta the numbers or
names of these stations, because some of them would stop
after a short period of time, while others would merge
with other stations

However, the number of these stations, when the decision
to cancel the private or civil stations was madeounted

to eleven stations, when the first state radio station came
into being. Most of these stations were concentrated in
Cairo and Alexandria and broadcast in Arabic, except for a
few that broadcast in foreign languages. Most of the
transmission wasirhited, covering only the parameter of
the station, or only part of it. The owners of most of these
stations were merchants who wished to advertise their
goods, and their stations would go on the air for two to
four hours a day, in one or two period3.he programs
were mostly based on ads, songs, and entertainment. With
the proliferation of these civil stations, the British
authorities began to feel a little worried about them,
especially that the nationalistic youth took advantage of
some of these stationgo attack existing governments.
Thus, the possibility of the exploitation of these stations in
political activities became real, in addition to the possibility
of the infiltration of Nazi thought to some of them. At one
point, wrangling and verbal confrtetions between civil
radios reached an intolerable extent.

13



On July 21, 1932, the Council of Ministers approved the
establishment of the Egyptian government radio station. It
authorized Marconi, the British wireless radio operator, to
manage, operate, andmaintain the radio station and
prepare the programs and provide broadcasters. At 5:30
LIPYP 2y al& omI wMponI 932LIiQa
launched, with the voice of Ahmed Salem, the first
938 LIIALY Iyy2dzyOSNX® | A& FANAG
® 'f2 & & & GKAA A& GKS NI RAZ

P |
> E

Cairo Radio

Ahmed Salem was one of seven who assumed the
responsibility of the nascent radio station and established
the foundations for its work: Mohammed Said Lotfy Pasha,
Mohamed FathyAli Khalil, Ahmed Kamal Sorour, Medhat
Assem, and Afaf El Rashidi. Although Salstundied
aeronautical engineering in England, he worked at the
station for a short time. His distinctive voice and
informative abilities allowed him to head the Arab section
of the Egyptian radio station. Old recording machines at

14
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the time did not preserve the heritage of Ahmed Salem,
depriving contemporary generations any access to that
heritage. He submitted his resignation after Talaat Harb
offered him the opportunity to deste his time to
establishing the Egypt Acting Company. He built a stfte
the-art studio in Egypt at the time, producing its first film,
Wedad starring Umm Kulthum.

The supervision of the radio contract between the Egyptian
government and Marconi covered period of ten years,
that ended in 1944. The Council of Ministers approved the
renewal of the contract for a further fivgear term, ending

in 1949. The administrative and technical aspects of the
nascent radio station were assigned to the Ministry of
Transportation, and then transferred to the Ministry of
Social Affairs when it was established in 1939. On March
1947, the government decided to terminate the Marconi
contract, thus opening the door to the stage of
Egyptianizing the radio station and remogi it from
foreign supervision. The radio was already transferred
from the British company by the end of May 1947.

In late July 1949, the first integrated broadcasting
fSaratrdAzy o6l a AaadzsSR Ay 93&|
station is an independent bgdwith a moral character,

OFrfft SR (KS W93RLIIAlLY wlRAZ20Q |
Ministers and has a board of directors of thirteen
YSYOSNE®E ¢Kdzasz GKS LINRPOSaa 27
rapid path, until the radio station became a purely

Egyptian appratus, away from any foreign domination.

The Egyptianization period witnessed major events in the

history of Egypt, foremost of which was the 1948 Palestine

War and its profound impact on the radio in many aspects,

the most important of which is as foll@wv

The radio has entered a new phase of its stages, serving
the political objectives of the state completely, and

15



gradually moving away from the character it has
maintained since its inception. The radio turned into a
struggle stronghold, in order to achlie the steps of
Egyptianization on the one hand, and the pursuit of
political developments revolving on the national arena for
the issues of independence and national liberation, on the
other.

The Palestine War represented a new beginning for
broadcastingn the world relations between Egypt and the
outside world. The radio became the voice of Egypt
directed to the outside world, rather its previous facon
serving foreign interestsThere was an emergence of a
generation of writers and thinkers dealing thvi the
Palestinian issue on the radio in a new way. They focused
GKSANJ YSRAIFI RA&A02dzNBRS 2y a2S R
face gangs, and that the guerrilla war between the Arabs
and the Zionist entity is nothing but a killing between
aidl GSa | yBnti:Mrgalyid936 wak abolished,
on October 26, 1951, the Fedayeen struggle in the Canal
area escalated. The radio worked to strengthen the
national sentiment and set the bases of its policy in three
goals:

1 To be a true mirror of the national sentiment
which reflects the feelings of the nation.

1 To be a quixotic resource from which the citizen
draws the direction that the nation must give its
face to in its national jihad.

1 To offer the public a pure spiritual, artistic
nourishment, supporting its stretig, rather than
diminishing it.

Soon after the Cairo fire broke out on January 26, 1952,
the Egyptian government continued falling after shiored
periods until the July revolution. On Wednesday morning,
July 23, 1952, the audience listened to the fetitement

16



from Major General Mohammed Naguib Bey, commander

in-chief of the armed forces, carried by the voice of

ONBI ROFaAaGSN) DIHtFf adz ¢l R |yy2;
movement aimed at restoring the constitutional life of the

country and purging the amy of corrupt elements. Major

General Mohammed Naguib Bey went to the radio station

on Thursday, July 24, 1952, accompanied by lieutenant

colonel Anwar Sadat and others, and met with the radio
representative Ali Khalil Bey before broadcasting his new
statement.

Some change procedures took place in the Egyptian radio
management. Abdel Hamid -Bladidy was deputed as a

general observer of the Arab programs.-Sdyed Bedir

returned to his radio job, after a thremonth break, and

the radio welcomed Mohamed Fathfter a long absence.

IS OFttSR F2NJ I 3ISYySNIt adl ¥
whether material or moral, should block our way to reform

and upgrade programs, and make them worthfy the

VIEYS 2F f A0 DNUUySR 19%F &heliadid
broadcast te warning of the commanden-chief of the

armed forces directing Kingarouk to abdicate and leave

the country. When asked about the change, which would

hit the radio after the events of July 23, 1952, the chairman

of the radio station, Ibrahim Abdel Waba . Sé > &l ARY
radio will undertake its share of purging, reform, and

il oAtATFGAZ2YDdE IS | RRSR |62 dzi
YySs SNIY Ga¢KSNB gAft 0SS y2 @S!
g AG dzyGAf 6S &aSS | Oldzk £ LINI OO .

Thus, a page was turned in the history of radio under the
national administration, which began in 1947 and
continued until July 23, 1952. A whole new phase began,
marked by expansion and program development on the
one hand, and multiple administrative supésion on the
other. Decree No. 270 of 1952, was issued on November
10, 1952, establishing a Ministry of National Guidance to

17



3dzA RS GKS ylL A2y Qa YSYOSNAEZ
material and moral levels and strengthen their morale and
sense of respnsibility, and motivating them to cooperate
and sacrifice and double their efforts to serve the nation. It
also called for combating epidemics, agricultural pests, and
harmful habits, and gave general guidelines about what
make them good citizens. The lgnovided for the transfer

of the Egyptian Broadcasting Authority from the Council of
Ministers to the Ministry of National Guidance.
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The Fouxding of
The Voice of The Arabs

After the revolution of 1952, there was a dire need to
allocate a radioservice that clearly reached the Arab
countries. Indeed, on July 4, 1953, the Voice of the Arabs
Radio began broadcasting for only half an hour. It reached
an hour in October of the same year. It developed its
transmission hours, and made great progressewlthis
radio service took on a national character by focusing on
the role that the Arab states should play in their
emancipation effort. By focusing on large sections of Arab
listeners, it was able to establish a radio station for the
Algerian revolution,from its inception on November 1,
1954, until its independence in 1962.

Although the first chief of this young radio station was the
great poet Saleh Gawdat, its real beginning was associated
with the name of the great broadcaster Ahmed Said, who
achievedan unprecedented success in the history of Arab
radio stations and moved the Arab masses from the ocean
to the Gulf with his sel€oined enthusiastic media
discourse at the time. That era has allowed this
revolutionary enthusiastic tone, much like the sd&cal
acting school of exaggerated voice tonality and body
movement performance, rather than the natural clese

life acting school pervasive today.

¢tKS +2A0S 2F (GKS I N} o6a | R2LJiSFK
as its slogan. It is a song written by Abdeli&#atMustafa,
composed by Ahmed Sedqy and sung by Karem Mahmoud:

Glories, O Arab Glories . . .

Dignified masters in our country.
19



Glories, O Arab Glories

The mountains carry the story of great heroes
Written by bloody swords in the sand

2 SQONB LINBzRtor2 T 2 dzNJ

As well as proud of our children.

The following is the opening of the stati@ritansmission
that was voiced by announcer Hosny Al Hadidi, who was a
great broadcaster on Egyptian radio at the time of
launching the Voice of the Arabs:

G ¢ KA lde Véice ofthe Arabs . . . Your

Arab spokesman . . . expressing your unity .

.. coming to you from the pulsing heart of

I'NF oAaY & & & TNRY /I ANRD®Q

Hosny Al Hadidi

20
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Hosny Al Hadidi was one of the most famous newscasters
on Egyptian radio in the lat¢940s and 1950s. He was
called the dynamo announcer with an ammunition voice.
His voice on the radio was always coupled with important
news. He graduated from the Faculty of Arts and was
appointed to the radio in 1947. He became the Chief
Broadcaster in 149, only two years after his appointment.
He was serious in his work, to the point of being severely
rigorous with his disciple announcers, and even cruel to
younger announcers if they committed any mistakes.

Hosny Al Hadidi was famous for seven traitst taan
announcer should have to be successful:

1. Sense of humor

2. Powerful personality

. High degree of knowledge

. Compliance with instructions

. Strong nerves

o o0~ W

. Readiness to be deprived of special pleasures
7. Penchant for the microphone

He believedthat reading the Holy Quran aloud was the

easiest way to train the tongue with proper pronunciation.

Besides reading the news, he was famous for his program

@ NPdzy R (KS Ia 1968\ gic@ared tiet play

@ KS 5SI K DyFAhrhed Stealdi far Kde éadio.

'S gNRGS G(KSaadONBSWKIISH®IN NP ( &S|
1970.

In support of its mission, the Voice of the Arabs has
attracted competent personalities in all fields, including

21



CINRdzZl YK2NBKARX . I KEkRasheed; I KSNZ
and Sayed AGhadhban.

Farouq Khorshid Baha)l ¢ I KSNJ

¢CKS Y2ad TFlryY2z2dza LREtAGA Qed LINEI
wS@SIf SR dg AhedbRaik and Mohammed

I NP2 dijZNIK | FNR Ol by NMatzmded Abaolaly  NB £
Clril2 el DdzZ T I YR byiSKas Ghanil, the { 2 dzi
Fl Y2934 @S NYby Helndld RX ¢ d R & b A IK
0@ ! RSt ¢$ f hiLBy a 9 yWhRFallaiaf S NE

a S 'Y 2 NhyShe éVoice of the Arabs famf Ex@remdly

/ Iy Ry RMagdy aHakim, the first program to allow

LI N} R2 E 9 28y A ¢y 3BdallahiQassem and

Gamal af I y K 2 OzpEBROA i tBeRfigst live calin talk

show | presented with radio colleague Amani Kamel;

éGood Morning Aralssl Yy R N# a &  byS\@RKanet,
 2y3a Uy KmellaS& G h NB &I dagi then y S €
+2A0S 2F (KS 2/1SNGa6 a2 yand\oudneys3 ac
programs which became landmarks linked to the creativity

2T GUKS +2A0S 2F GKS I NI o6aQ YI £

The Voice of the Arabs was the first to send
correspondents overseas to report back about the battles
of the rebels in North Africaral the Gulf, most notably
Amin Bassiouni and Salah Oweis. They played a strong role

22


https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjDqcS3_4LXAhUmyoMKHUCMCX4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.alriyadh.com/10554&psig=AOvVaw34qJcP-ul-XTroY77BJziG&ust=1508719256538749
https://njsportsbooks.info/26192582-get-by-ebook-for-iphone.html

in the national lyrical production which continues to this

RIFe>X adzOK +ta a52FF 1§ {KIFNJjzZ¢
.St20SR 12YStlyRZ¢é YR a¢KS !¢
One of the most popular soap operas presented by the
+2A0S 2F GKS IINl)oa wWANaRHh A& bl
Our HousE ¢ | YR o Bdzd BBR & KffRife ds

Just a Momer €

Salah Oweiss

Announcer Rashad Adham was sent to Baghdad to cover
the events o the Iragi scene. On his return, he became
one of the best variety program providers, especially with
KAA LINBEEY @ KAOK O2YYdzyAOF 4GSR
listeners, who would choose a specific number to match it
with the numbers of radio recorded tapewhether they
contained songs, drama, music, or religious material.
Rashad Adham was also a -iddge professional
announcer whether behind the microphone on the air or
as a presenter or news reader. Our generation learned a
lot from him, especially hisemarkable sense of timing on
the air.

The Voice of the Arabs Radio achieved great success in
Egypt and the Arab world and fought its first political battle
only about a month and a half after going on the air. It
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stood by the sultan of Morocco MohammedQa ol GGt S &
the French government, which banished him from

Morocco. The Voice of the Arabs launched a major media
campaign and succeeded in lifting French protection of
Morocco and the return of King Mohammed V, who in

1955 praised the role of the Va@®f the Arabs and said to

AGAd YAadaArAzy YSYOSNE Ay a2NRO0OO?
from Cairo was a good omen for me in exile, promising that

we will eventually win . . . The Voice of the Arabs, which

stood by our people, called upon them to revolt untiey

NEasS dzJ FyR 3JFAYSR FTNBSR2Y Iy
Hassan Il of Morocco praised the Voice of the Arabs,
aF@Ay3aYy ab2 I N}o ¢2dzZ R F2NHSI
Voice of the Arabs Radio in the service of Arab issues. In
Morocco, we owe it a great dé#or standing with Morocco

Ay GKS YAy3 az2KFYYSR + 2NRSI f o

The Voice of the Arabs continued to keep pace with the

march of the Arab nation and the ongoing media battles to

achieve the goals of the Arab nation, and went from

success to success. In fact, emh buying a radio set,

listeners in Morocco and the Arab Orient would ask sellers,
particularly for the Voice of the Arabs Radio! In some
countries, such as Algeria and Yemen, people were
forbidden to listen to the Voice of the Arabs. Certain circles

would listen in secret, and then listeners would circulate

what they heard among their community. It became kind

of normal to call these citizens in Algeria, Yemen, and the

DdzZf F aiKS +2A0S 2 FknowinkBitishh NJ 6 & @
writer Walton Wayne talked in hidbook about Abdel
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the Voice of the Arabs Radio, which he believed was the

only radio that carried the truth.

The Voice of the Arabs had reached the peak of its success
and its status had risen dramatically due to its media

24



handling of the triple aggression on Port Said and the Canal
area. Although the aggression destroyed the relay stations
of Abu Zaabal in Egypt the autumn of 1956, the Voice of
the Arabs was never interrupted. Everyone was stunned to
hear its call carried by the voice of announcer Salah Aweys.
On the same day the same call went on the air from
Tunisia, Amman, Beirut, and Tripoli West, in a denful
orchestra that reflected the unity of the real Arab nation.
Thus, the Voice of the Arabs participated in all the battles
of the Arab nation with a brilliant success, relying on a new
style in radio discourse which was not known at the time.
Most other radio stations, then relied on the classic solemn
method of addressing the listener. As for the Voice of the
Arabs, given its nationalistic nature, and the circumstances
of the Arab nation at the time, it relied on the following:

1 An exciting approachotraise awareness of the
threats facing the public.

9 The production of new, quality national songs
that address the topics of resistance and
steadfastness and the importance of unity.

1 The production of cultural, artistic, and drama
series that combine the rAb culture and the
individuality of each region in a wonderful
connection to the unified Arab culture. The
Voice of the Arabs began to achieve
unprecedented success through a
communication that carried a timely message
and a communicating content with thenasses.

It was supported by the fact that the entire
region was in dire need for independence and
freedom.

1 Finally, it relied on a distinguished group of
broadcasters, who believed in the national goal
of this radio and supported it with dedication
and ceativity.
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Due to the great success of the Voice of the Arabs, its
transmission jumped from half an hour in July 1953, to two
hours a day in January 1954, until it reached seven hours in
July of the same year, and twentye-and-a-half hours in
1990. Afterthe ordeal of invading Kuwait in that year, the
minister of information Safwat #bherif issued a decision
to extend the Voice of the Arabs to twenfgur hours a
day.

The Voice of the Arabs has recently developed
considerably. It started with an enthustas media
discourse that achieved success at that time. But media
schools and theories have changed, and so societies and
the media now rely on persuasion rather than excitement
and enthusiasm. The Voice of the Arabs has accordingly
based its media messagm persuasion and objectivity. It
followed the movement at home and presented the
important Arab issues, embodying Arab hopes, analyzing,
and keeping up with their sorrows and joys, explaining
their different issues in the interest of the Arab nation and
its reunification, especially the unity of word and political
and theistic visions. These are the constant elements of the
Voice of the Arabs, which were all indicated as valuable
and important in its unique broadcast to the world. The
Voice of the Arabssithe only radio station that addresses
one whole nation, manifested in writings and many
scientific theses about its role in Egypt and abroad.

No wonder visitors to Egypt frequently express their desire
to visit the Voice of the Arabs, being one of theimaedia
outlets. It was able to withstand and even compete with
the other visual media due to the objectivity of its message
and thanks to its reliance on a modern media discourse on
the issues of life that are on the agenda of the Arab world.
This has ben manifested in the coverage of Arab events
such as the Second Gulf War, the war on Irag, and the
Israeli aggression on the Lebanese town of Qana.
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Technically speaking, the Voice of the Arabs enjoys a high
level media cadre who believe in its hilglvel rational
message and its national mission, and work hard to create
many artistic forms. Let us not forget, for example, that the
Voice of the Arabs was the first to present the exdteort
OneMinute Program and the first to introduce lyrical
intros to rado dramas. It was also the first to engage
listeners in a serious political dialogue in its various
LIN2 3 NJ Y & DialageOviith & lasterré LG & |
first to arrange marriage ceremonies for Arab youth, and
the first to provide a live broadcast thdirings together
people west and east of the Arab world. It was the first to
present the heroes of Arab history and the heritage of the
Arabs in its numerous series, and the first to discover Arab
stars in different fields of art and literature.

The Voiceof the Arabs, in its timely followp to the many
Arab events, and because it believes in its national
message and in rational media discourse, has won the
praise of listeners for its excellent political service,
objectivity as a great characteristic ofithonesty, and
keenness on national vision, making it the number one
radio station in a referendum set up by the Media College
in Egypt after the Iraqi War events. For the first time, an
Arab radio station became a source of news quoted by
various news agies, through its coverage of Arab events
and its correspondents around the Arab world.

The Voice of the Arabs is still unifying the Arab nation in a
sophisticated media message that copes with the
tremendous development in the field of media, and moved
from the enthusiastic revolutionary discourse to the
attractive rational and objective discourse.
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Mohamed Fathi AlDeeb

The ManWho Came Up with theldea ofEstablishing

The Voice of the Arabs

(19232005)

Fathi a5 SSo gl a 2y S 2 ¥ bl aaSNRa
assistants in Arab affairs. He was one of the founders of
the Egyptian General Intelligence Service in 1953. He was
one of the eight chosen by Abdel Nasser under the
leadership of Revolutionary Command Caumoember
Zakaria Mohieddin to establish the intelligence agency.
Abdel Nasser appointed Fathi@eeb as head of the Arab
Affairs Department of the agency. He was entrusted with
preparing a plan to liberate the Arab countries from
colonialism. Fathi ADeeb was associated with most Arab
revolutions and liberation movements, where he was the
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actual engineer to link the Algerian revolution with Egypt,
and through him leader Ahmed Ben Bella was introduced
to President Gamal Abdel Nasser.

He managed the mostifficult tasks that aided in the
success of the Algerian revolution, where he took
responsibility for supplying it with money and weapons,
and remained up to date with the details that helped the
revolution succeed. ADbeeb played the same role in the
revalutions of Yemen and Libya, and extended his activities
in this field to the Levant, Syria, and Lebanon. He also
LX @SR  1S&8 NRtS Ay (GKS adz00S
monarchy and Nuri gbaid. This led to the downfall of the
Baghdad Pact, which ¢hCIA was trying to establish in an
effort to stem the influence of the Nasserite tide in the
Arab region.

By a mandate from President Abdel Nasser, Fatibedb

studied the situation in the Arabian Gulf region. Through

him a close relationship was estahied with the struggle

of the Omani people against British colonialism, which

sought to separate the capital of Muscat from Oman. The

British endeavor failed thanks to the strong support from

the July revolution in Egypt.-81SS0 Q& NR{tS 41 & VY
to these tasks, but his activity was extended to supporting
liberation movements in the Third World as one of the
objectives of the Egyptian revolution. He was the link
between the Iranian opposition movements against the

{ K KQa NXzt S | y RhiskefafiondSirwhichy 0 dzA f
linked that opposition with Abdel Nasser with the blessing

of Imam Khomeini, who led the revolution against the Shah

in 1979. ADeeb revealed this role only a few years before

KA&d RSIFIGK® ¢KS f1 4GS daaUusSmOAlrt
connecting the diasporic Arabs to the July Revolution, and
introduced to the national movement in Panama, through

GKS RAFALERZNRO ! Nroa Ay [FOAyY

29



and expertise in nationalizing the Suez Canal to follow in
the control of the Rnama Canal.

Al-Deeb undertook many tasks during the most complex
phases of the Egyptian and Arab struggle. He served as
938LJiQa I|YolaalR2N) G2 {éAd1 SN
assignment by Nasser was linked to making the Egyptian
embassy an advanced centerdaa gathering hub of Arab
and international liberation movements. In 1964, he was
charged with managing the General Secretariat of the Joint
Presidential Council between Egypt and Irag. He was
awarded the Order of Merit from Syria in 1955, and in
1965, Garal Abdul Nasser awarded him the secenidss
Order of the Republic. Then, in 1969, awarded him the
first-class Order of the Republic. In 1970, he was charged
with heading the General Secretariat of the unified political
leadership between Egypt, Syria, ydab and Sudan. This
was a union project whose steps had begun but never
O2YL)X SGSR RdzS G2 !'o0RSf Dbl aasSNg
Despite all this, his greatest achievement remains that he
was the one who came up with the Voice of the Arabs idea
as a media toofor the July 1952 revolution in its battles
against colonialism. When asked what made him think
about establishing a radio station such as the Voice of
Arabs, ADeeb said:

AANny revol uti on needs a
apparatus, and the radio was the only
and perfect means at the time capable
of delivering what we wanted to the
masses everywhere. As is well known,
the radio played a major role in World
War Il. | had in mind radio experiences
in conflicts and world wars, especially
those that have been used as a
mobilization  tool, shaping public
awareness. When | was asked by
Zakaria Mohieddin to prepare a plan,
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the first thing that came to my mind
was how to find a way to link the
revolution in Egypt with the Arab
masses everywhere. The idea of the
radio came to being, and | remember
that when Gamal Abdel Nasser
discussed the plan with me, he stopped
with me for a long time on the issue of
radio. He talked about how it would
work and the main lines in which it
should follow. He referred me to Salah
Salem, minister of national guidance,
who was responsible for the radio.
There was a long discussion between
us about the methods and objectives,
and the discussions later included
some radio technicians. Salah Salem
gave me the authority to do whatever
was needed to complete this project. |
woul d say, for hi storyos
did not intervene in anything about my
communications to complete the move,
or in my choice of announcers and
technicians, or in the radio material that
would be broadcast. o

As for Ahmed Said's choice to lead the nascent radio
station, al-Deeb said:

Many people may not know that poet
Saleh Gawdat was its first director, but
the main objective of the radio was to
choose a broadcaster with certain
specifications that would fit the target.
After reviewing a number of names, |
stopped a 1| ot at Ahmad?és
not know him before. He worked in the
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newsroom, and presented a successful
field program in which he accompanied
the Fedayeen in the Suez Canal area .
. . | asked him to meet me, and through
several sessions during which we
discussed everything, | found him
convinced and enthusiastic, and ready
to carry out his role . . . Ahmed Said is
distinguished by a powerful voice, and
has the ability to express, and perform
the message with enthusiasm. He
asked me to have his colleague, Nadia
Tawfig, join him, for her competence in
entertainment and music material. Mind
you, that the Voice of the Arabs did not
start as an independent radio station,
but rather a half-hour program. The
program started specifically on July 4,
1953, and continued its success day
after day. | was surprised by the radio
director, Major General Rahmani,
appointing the poet Saleh Gawdat as
the director of the Voice of the Arabs
program. | tried to have the radio
director, who was my professor at the
military academy, reverse his decision
on this matter, but he was adamant on
his position. | had to raise the matter
with Salah Salem, who issued a
decision to relieve Saleh Gawdat of this
position. The director of the radio,
Major General Rahmani, considered
this an interference in his work and
submitted his resignation.

Back to the main story, | say that the
needed announcer whom | looked for
according to certain specifications was
Ahmed Said. He was able to address
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the masses in a stormy, revolutionary
voice that stirred up their national
feelings and raised their enthusiasm
and qualified them for their role in the
struggle. This was done successfully by
Ahmed Said through his daily political
commentary in the program. This
commentary had a magical effect on
the Arab masses. | had a discussion
with him on a daily basis, and he was
up to date with the latest events on the
Arab political scene.

The colonial countries resorted to an
attempt to intervene through their
ambassadors, demanding President
Gamal Abdel Nasser to intervene to
stop the radio, and offered to provide
all the assistance. | remember that the
president used to say to me jokingly

when | me te Vboicenof thefi T h

Arabs is a big inconvenience to me.
Everybody is complaining about it. |

think | wi || stop i
Wh e n I replied: Ay
today, 0 he would s mi

do this, it wi ||
was the most protesting country, and
the French ambassador protested after
the bombings in Morocco following the
launch of the first political commentary
on the radio after
exile.

France even threatened Egypt more
than once, and it was only natural for
the tripartite aggression against Egypt
in 1956 to put the destruction of the
radio as a main target, which has
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already happened. | remember that |
was in my office in the General
Intelligence Directorate, which was
assigned to us in the Council of
Ministers building, when | received the
news of the attack by the triple
aggression warplanes on the Egyptian
radio relay stations in the area of Abu
Zaabal. The news was stunning, and
the attack included the Voice of the
Arabs radio. The strike was a
retaliation. The shutdown of the Voice
of the Arabs came as a shock to me.
However, | remembered that we had
bought a powerful mobile radio
transmitter made in Italy for the
Algerian Liberation Army. | called
Ahmed Said to come and bring with
him the pdcial dnstauents.
The device was transferred from the
store to my office. The engineer was
assigned to install the device and set it
up to transmit on a radio wave
connecting it to the Voice of the Arabs.
Ahmed Said and his crew arrived to
start the transmission test. He
announced with his

Voi ce of t he Arabs.

from my intelligence office continued
for two days, until it was returned to
Abu Zaabal after repairing the
equi pment there. o
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TheVoice of the Arabs

During! 6 RSf diEtad & S ND

The theme of Arab voice broadcasting during Gamal Abdel
bFraaSNRa NBAIYy gla GKS 02y OSLI
ideas, and antcolonialism. The new government in Egypt
exploited the possibilities of the radio and called for
suppoting the Arab militants and advocates of Arab
nationalism, and fighting reaction. The Voice of the Arabs
was the voice of the Mujahideen of Algeria, Morocco, and
Tunisia and was broadcasting encrypted messages to the
Liberation Front of Algeria and the Bslinian resistance as
well as the liberation fronts in Africa. It was also the media
force in the revolution of Yemen and its support for the
liberation movement in southern Yemen.

France tried to put this voice out by distributing among the
Algerians fre radios that did not pick up the Voice of the
Arabs signal, to obscure and nullify the influence of the
radio. The Voice of the Arabs radio, participated in the
liberation and independence of the Arab Gulf states. Over
the course of more than half a cemtuin the midst of Arab
events, its supporters called it the voice of the Arab
fighters and the stronghold of Arabism and the defender of
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Arab causes. In this Arab and international political and

media context, the political leadership in Egypt, in May

1953, decided to direct a program the Arab masses in all

parts of the Arab world. The radio was quick to implement

this desire, and began to study its various engineering and
technical capabilities. The study made in June 1953 came
to the following conclusiost

1. The possibility of allocating one hour per day of
the required program, deducted from the time
allocated for the Second Cultural Program, which
was provided by the radio at the time, for one
hour and a half every sunset.

2. The need to strengthen the relaations, so that
the program clearly reached the Arab listeners,
from the Gulf to the ocean.

3. Assigning the program department to prepare and
present this programg KA OK g | & Voice i f SR
of the Arabs from Caib €

The Voice of the Arabs Radio set twme three goals of
the July 23, 1952, revolution, as reflected in president
DF YI t ! 6 R $Philosoghyici tBeNRevdlutiény

9 First: The sincere expression of the pains and
hopes of the Arab masses in all parts of the Arab
world.

91 Second: The call fothe liberation of all Arab
countries from colonialism and its agents, athe
abolishment of capitalism and feudalism, which
gripped the Arab masses.

1 Third: Working on unifying the word of the Arabs,
mobilizing their forces against the enemies of
Arabism,and striving with them to achieve the
desired Arab unity.

After more than a month of study and preparation, it was
decided to launch the new radio transmission at 6:00 p.m.
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on Saturday, July 4, 1953. It continued for half an hour,
including the followingdpics:

1. The radicomment.
2. Speech of president Mohammed Naguib.

3. Statement by the secretaigeneral of the League
of Arab States.

4. A program on art in the service of Arabism.

Three months after its opening, the Voice of the Arabs
transmission beaae an hour every day. In January 1954,
the broadcast became two hours a day, after the Voice of
the Arabs replaced the Second Program, which was
canceled at that time. In July 1954, transmissions increased
to seven hours per day, then went up to twertyo and a
half hours per day. The power of the transmitters, which
connected the Arab world from the Gulf to the ocean, was
also boosted. The first work of the Voice of the Arabs,
more than a month and a half after its launch, was a fierce
daily campaign agast French colonialism following the
2OSNIKNRG 2F a2NROO2Qa {dzZ Gty
people responded to the campaign, defending their dignity
and demanding independence and freedom. Sultan
Mohammed V returned home, and French protection of
Morocco was ifted. Sultan Mohamed V said in an
interview that the Voice of the Arabs from Cairo was a
good omen for victory while in exile, and it stood by the
people of Morocco, calling upon them to revolt, until they
rose up and gained their freedom and independenthe
Voice of the Arabs radio supported the liberation
movements throughout the Arab world, but also extended
its attention to the African continent
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Thelnfluence of the Voice of the Arabs

On its Arab parameter

Morocco

The launching of the Voice of th&rabs coincided with
events that prompted its participation in the North African
arena to express the necessity of the unity of the Arab
struggle. On August 20, 1953, just a month and a half after
the Voice of the Arabs began, the news reported that the
French authorities had banished King Mohammed V
(known then as the Sultan of Morocco) and his family to
the island of Madagascar, and replaced him with its ally,
Mohamed Ben Arfa.

The Moroccan people rebelled against this move, and the

Voice of the Arabs Ramlembarked on its first campaign to

achieve its first goal: the liberation of Arab peoples. It

devoted air time to support the demand of the Moroccan

people, through news, programs, and commentaries. It

hosted Moroccan personalities to explain what hapeén

and clarify its dangers. The attack was direct on France,
through daily political commentaries. Mr. Allal-Fgssi,

KSFR 2F a2NRBO0O2Qa LYRSLISYRSYyO!
given statements revealing the scandalous position of the

French authorities in Momxo. It bore fruit at the

grassroots level, where sabotage and bombing operations

against French interests in Morocco have begun, forcing

the French ambassador to Cairo to protest against the

Voice of the Arabs. France began directing its press to

attack the Radio and the revolutionary authority in Egypt,

F2N) AYOIGSNBSYyAy3a Ay CNIyoOSQa §
inhabitants of North Africa against the French authority

and its rulers.
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These campaigns came contrary to what they expected.

The Voice of the Arabs bame more familiar among the

North Africans, who considered it the voice that defended
GKSANI NAIKGad tS2L SQa O2yFARS
were those who provided the Radio with news and
viewpoints on a daily basis, either by mail or by people, to

be used as real material in the Voice of the Arabs
broadcasts. The battle continued for nearly two years, until

the occupation forces surrendered in Morocco, succumbed

to the will of the people, and returned the Sultan to his

throne. Several months laterthe occupation forces

departed from Morocco. Sultan Mohammed V praised the

NI RA2Qa NBtS Ay | ydzYoSNI 2F NB
SEAtS AY wmMdoppI KS alFARY a¢KS =+
was a good omen that we would prevail. It stood by our
people,calling them to revolt, until they did and won their
FNBESR2Y YR AYRSLISYRSyOSo®¢

428 Olyyz2i FT2NBSG GKS 3INBIG NE
GKS I N)oa wkRA2 Ay GKS aSNIWAOS
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the Voice of the Arabs didluring King Mohammed V
2NRSIf ®¢

a2 N2 002 QancefaNPice yf theJNihbs guest
With broadcaster Nadia Tawfiq
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Algeria

On November 1, 1954, around 10:00 p.m., Mr. Ahmed Said
took one sheet of paper from one of his desk drawers in
his office located on the fifth floor of the radio statiamal-
Sherifin Street in downtown Cairo. It was carefully hidden
amid a package of skés written in invisible ink. It was the
text of the declaration of the liberation revolution of
Algeria. The statement was written after andapth study
involving several parties at the highest political and media
levels with the Algerian freedom fighte Mujahid Ahmed
Ben Bella arrived in Egypt, carrying with him the ambition
of the Algerian people to get rid of the French colonialism
that has been perched foretades on the chest of Algeria.
Planning began to link the Mujahideen at home with their
peers abroad, and this connection was through the Voice
of the Arabs. The plan was drawn up, and the
implementation of the declaration of the revolution began
on the midnight of November 1, 1954. It was not
reasonable to broadcast this declaration without the
existence of this link and the plan which was shared by
several parties over the years of the national struggle until
independence in 1962. The Voice of the Arabs went on
communicating with the Algerian people and the fighters
in the Auras Mountains foreven years, through the
Algerian revolutionaries in Cairo who spoke through it.

The campaign by the Voice of the Arabs had the greatest
impact in drawing attention to the Algerian cause and
mobilizing the Algerian people behind this goal, which for
them has become a matter of life and death. Inside Algeria,
the morale of the people was revived and they became
interested in buying radio receivers when they learned that
their revolutionaries were using the Voice of the Arabs in
broadcasting the truthful newsabout the events and
fighting against the French forces. The Voice of the Arabs
was also the link between the rebels themselves in
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different parts of Algeria, through a code used to convey
information and news, as well as instructions for
deployment in thecombat zones. This has prompted the
French authorities in Algeria to arrest anyone caught while
listening to the Voice of the Arabs, and confiscate the
receivers through which the people listen to this radio
station. Thus, listening to the Voice of theaBs was

considered a punishable crime by the French colonizer.

In another way of dealing with the Voice of the Arabs, the

French occupation authorities in Algeria used the
transmission silent periods of the Voice of the Arabs to
broadcast instructions andignals to the Mujahideen on

the same wave as booby traps, mimicking the voices of the

NI RA2Qa | yy2dzyOSNAR | yR GKSANI N
ambush the Mujahideen in the areas identified to gather

and carry out commando operations. However, the trick

was revealed and announced through the real Voice of the

Arabs to avoid it happening again. The Voice of the Arabs

used to send his correspondents to Algeria to be among

the rebels in combat sites on the battlefield, and send

audio reports from there for lmadcast. This was a great

concern to the occupation forces, which used to chase

these correspondents and monitor their movements at

airports and hotels. They had to hide with the Mujahideen

in the trenches and combat sites, away from the eyes of

the Frenchforces. They even used to infiltratcross the

border into AlgeriaThe Egyptian role in the liberation war

of Algeria led to a major deterioration in Egyptigrench

relations. France threatened to sell Mirage warplanes to

LaN) St RdzS ( ghip With ahieJiN@eiansNdBd I (0 A 2 y
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Then, persuaded Egypt to provide it with aircraft and

other weapons if the Voice of the Arabs stopped its
campaign against the French policy in Algeria. However,

this did not discourage the Voice of the Arabs from

carrying out its mission, and continued to play its part in
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supporting the Algerian people to gain their independence.

This led to more and more hostility, until president Gamal

Abdel Nasser became a symbol ofistance to French

influence in Algeria. The French political circles were
convinced that to eliminate the Algerian revolution, it had

first to overthrow Nasser, and considered it the real key to

keeping Algeria French. This motivation may have been the
sNREy3ISad Y2GA0S F2NJ CNIyoSQa LI
aggression against Egypt aloitgs England and Israel in

19566 KS +2A0S 2F (GKS !N} oaQ NefS
the end of the independence negotiations and the
referendum on selleterminaion. It is a beautiful,
AYLRNIFY G YR &AAIYATFAOLyld O2A
determination referendum was held on July 3, 1962. Singer

Abdel Halim Hafez announced on the ninth anniversary of

the Voice of the Arabs ceremony held that evening, that

the Algerian people said yes to independence in the
NEFSNBYRdzye |'S alty3a a¢KS [IYR
GKS ' f3SNALFY LIS2LX So ! f ASNAI Q&
coincide with the bithday of the Voice of the Arabs.

AhmaBenBf f I ¥ ! f ASNAI Qa FANBG LI
With Ahmed Said, 1963
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The Baghdad Pact

In 1955, Turkey and Irag agreed to sign an pact to form a
joint defense alliance, and announced that they were
looking for other countries tgoin the alliance, thereby
O2YFANNVAY3I LNIIQa Ftaaz20AlldAz2y
Organization (NATO) through Turkey, the first Middle East
country to join NATO. The Voice of the Arabs worked in
this battle to reach the Arab masses, pushing them to
reject this trend of joining Western alliances, especially in
Syria and Jordan. The prime minister of Iraq at the time,
Nuri atSaid, announced that the two countries were the
targeted members of the Baghdad Pact.

The Voice of the Arabs campaign was oriethe main

factors hindering Jordan from joining the Baghdad Pact

after the Jordanian public, as a result of the Voice of the

Arabs campaign, expelled General Glubb. The campaign
gla fSR o0& (GKS +2A0S 2F G(KS |
alliances except witgou Arabs. No alliances with the West

dzy RSNJ | ye@ OANDdzraidlyoSaoé ¢KS
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entry into alliances with the West came to an end. The
alliance was renamed the Central Alliance, ahhiwas

aimed at creating an entity that included both Arab and
non-Arab states as a step to let Israel join and be
recognized by the Arab states.
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King Faisal,|Abdé EBh and Nouri ABaid
Celebraing the Baghdad Pact agreement

Iragi president Abdel Salam Aref,
With Ahmed Said in Baghdad, 1964
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1956 War

29 0ct — 7 Nov 1956 | The Suez Crisis | Gaza Strip and Egypt (Sinai/Suez Canal)

The Suez Crisis was a diplomatic and military confrontation in late 1956 between
Egypt on one side, and Britain, France and Israel on the other, with the United States,
the Soviet Union, and the United Nations playing major roles in forcing Britain,
France and Israel to withdraw. The attack followed the President of Egypt Gamal
Abdel Nasser's decision of 26 July 1956 to nationalize the Suez Canal. The aims of
the attack were primarily to regain Western control of the canal and to remove
Nasser from power. (Wikipedia)
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8 Egyptian blockade
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outside Port Said.

When Egypt nationalized the Suez Canal Company
following the refusal to finance the construction of the
High Dam, Britain, France, and Israel colluded to launch an
F3aNBaaAzy F3IFAyad Aded ¢KS
participation in this plot was the role of the Voice of the
Arabs in the war to liberate Algeria. The attack on Egypt
took place on October 29, 1956, and the Voice of the Arabs
undertook its role by intesifying its programs to expose
colonialism and its schemeand incite the Arab masses
against the colonial presence in their territories. As a
result, the Voice of the Arabs relay stations became targets
of the raids.

Egyptian engineers immediately arrangean alternative
transmission station so the broadcasting would not stop.
More than one Arab radio station carried the Voice the
Arabs transmission immediately, as there were some of
the Voice of the Arabs announcers there at that time. So
they became altmative broadcasts from Damascus,
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Beirut, Oman, and others. The leader Gamal Abdel Nasser
spoke of this aggression in his famous speech #zAhr

on November 9, 1956, mentioning the role of the Voice of
the Arabs, which disturbed colonialism, and thateatpts

to silence it would only boost its strength and resistance.
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Ahmed Said with crown prince Fahd Ben Abdel Azizi,
Ly GKS YAR wmppnQa

Palestine

The Voice of the Arabs was one of the first platforms of the

Arab media that talked about and adopted the Palestinian

cause and devoted its own radio broadcast, namely the
Palestine Radio from Cairo, which was launched on
October 29, 1960, to be the firstrossing point for the

Palestinian people and their fateful cause. The Palestine
wkRA2 gt a fIdzyyOKSR a | Of I dza S
within the Voice of the Arabs programs. Later on, Radio
Palestine became an independent radio station, presenting
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the news and political issues related to the Palestinian
cause. The radio station dealt with the leaders of the
Palestinian struggle for decades, until it became the first
communication platform for them. Radio Palestine was
separated from the Voice of the Aya to become an
independent radio service within the Voice of the Arabs
network, broadcasting for eleven hours a day. It provided
all forms of support to the Palestinian people, such as
educational programs that provide classroom material for
students in he occupied territories, due to the long
periods of school closures there. It also included programs
that warned of Judaization, which extended its methods to
all aspects of life. In addition, the Voice of the Arabs radio
extensively addressed the Palesin political, social,
economic, and cultural issues and hosted Palestinian
personalities and experts in various fields to analyze and
comment on them. It also gave live coverage of the most
important events on the Palestinian arena, such as the
entry of RO leaders to the Palestinian territories following
the Oslo Accords, the conferences related to the
Palestinian Issue, the UN session announcing the admission
of Palestine as an observer state to the international
organization, and other important eventelated to the
Palestinian cause.

On October 31, 1991, the regular role played by Palestine
Radio was developed, after the Peace Conference in
Madrid, Spain. The Palestinians sat for the first time with
the Israelis on the negotiating table, and the torfepeace
prevailed among all parties. During this period the radio
highlighted the intransigence of Israel and its prevarication
in these negotiations. Palestine Radio had an active role in
the cultural, religious, and political departments, special
programs, drama, music and songs, and newscasts
prepared by the central newsroom, the Voice of the Arabs

yS6aNR2Y: FyR O2NNBalLlRyRSydaQ
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All forms of programs were prepared by editors and
presenters in Radio Palestine. Some of them were
prepared and voiog by Palestinians who did not belong to

the radio. This confirms the credibility of what was
LINBASYGSR (2 GKS GTh&lPaRdiiniah dzZRA Sy
DA RbgramRANBSOGSR 4 t I f Bapulak yAl y
¢ I fLINE I NJ Y ZStohgy’ RLINIPKBNIeaflyp1970y, G K S
Radio Palestine began an Englashguage program

directed at Israel, prepared by the wéthown Palestinian

negotiator Nabil Shaath. | personally participated in

reading the English language newscasts. Radio Palestine

was consecutively headdny Mr. Adel alQadi, Mr. Ibrahim

Mesbah, Mr. Attia aBayed, Mr. Gaber-&hall, Mr. ldmdi

Bakr, and Mr. Sayed Salem.

Yasser Arafat, Nasser and King Hussein
The Yemeni revolution

The Voice of the Arabs began to move toward Yemen

beginning in 1955, wherthe coup movement led by

Colonel Ahmed AThalaya, also known for his strong

hostility toward the liberation line represented by Cairo.

The Voice of the Arabs allowed the Yemeni dissidents such

as Mahmoud akZubayri and Ahmed Muhammad Numan to
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speak to tke Yemeni people and call for renaissance and
liberation from colonialism, backwardness, and servitude.
When Imam Ahmad assumed power, he declared his
accession to the Union with Egypt and Syria, but that did
not last long. The Yemeni rebels met in Caird aigned a
document that included their despair of the Imam regime
and the need to establish a republican regime. The
document was broadcast by the Voice of the Arabs, whose
waves were made available to Dr. Abdel Rahman al
Baydani, one of the most prominermpponents. Dr. al
Baydani made several statements via the radio, the most
important of which was the announcement of the
revolution on the night of September 26, 1962.

The next morning, the revolution broke out and spread
throughout Yemen. When the armedrces took part in

supporting the Yemeni revolution against the regime of the

Imam, they distributed about one hundred thousand radio
transistors to the tribesmen, which had the greatest

impact in preparing the minds for the revolution. The Voice

of the Arabs sent its correspondents to Yemeni radio
adldrazya Ay {FyFQl FTyR ¢FAT G2
to the Yemeni broadcasters at this stage. | was personally a
member of the last delegation of the Voice of the Arabs to

Yemen, which was presided byrMSalah Oweiss with

Sohair aHarthy, Mohammed Marai, Souad Khalil, Esmat
Ibrahim, and Ali Moussa as members. While the head of

the delegation and most of the members were responsible

F2N) 20SNESSAY3 {IylQF wlIRA2ZI |
supervising theTaiz radio station south of the country. It

was a rich experience by all standards. | lived in this

0SSl dziA¥dzA OAlGer 6KAOK L OFffSR
mountaincarved homes, steep streets, deadly serenity,

and glittering lights at night. | id there for a few months

during the year of 1967, managing its modest local radio

station as an envoy of the Voice of Arabs Radio.
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On one of those moonless nights, | was at our government
rented house, which was carved in the belly of one of
those mountans, with colleagues Esmat Ibrahim,
Mohammed Marei, and Souad Khalil. Suddenly, a terrible
explosion broke the silence of the night and sounded so
close to us that we thought we were probably the
intended target. It was followed by another blast that
pushedall of us to take cover under beds. We stayed in
this position for about half an hour, but it felt like eternity!
We only came out of this horror when we heard violent
knocks on the door and the voices of our radingineering
colleagues, who told us thahe explosion near us was
intended to hit an Egyptian army napalm depot over the
top of the mountain just above our house.

The next morning, the picture became evident when the
Egyptian army called us to work as translators for two
Americans picked up bniffer dogs from the USAID
(United States Agency for International Development)
headquarters located at the foot of the mountain, which
included housing, a club, a playground, and a swimming
pool carved into a hill at the edge of the compound. The
Americans, Stephen Liapis, age thittyree, of Grand
Forks, North Dakota; and Harold Hartman, age tkdity of
Baltimore, Maryland, intended to blow up the depot in
order to create tension between the natives and the
Egyptian army when the city was destroyauiaset on fire.

2 A0K D2RQ&a oAff GKS a2f RASNXA
happened to neglect returning the napalm drums to their
place after the daily cleaning routine, and the two
bazookas fell away from them.

The capture of the Americans caused a diplomatisi<
between Yemen, Egypt, and America, which was only
solved by the intervention of President Gamal Abdel
Nasser, who ordered their release, at a time when he was
trying to improve relations with the United States.
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However, the incident did not end at ah point. Early the
next day, after the news was spread, the Yemeni people
took to the streets in mass demonstrations, attacking the
compound and assaulting any American suspect, to the
point that I, being blonde with green eyes, had to resort to
a nearbybakery and shout in a loud Egyptian voice dialect
to avoid beoming a victim of the Intifada!

After the departure of the USAID employees, Egyptian
troops entered the compound and confiscated its contents

for the government of Yemen, which later became the
cornerstone of Taiz University. Among the stuff found in

the compound was a radio receiver, which the Egyptian

army gave us. We later used it to receive the Egyptian

radio transmission and link it to the Taiz local radio
broadcast during the 5th of June9@7 War. On that
unfortunate morning we woke up to the voice of our

fellow announcer Farouq Shousha conveying the sad news

that Gamal Abdel Nasser declared that he was stepping
down. We only came out of our bewilderment when we

heard a thunderous sound cang from the street. All
inhabitants of Taiz left their homes, heading for the
Egyptian army headquarters, joining hands, men and
women, and marching in compact rows yelling one word:
GblaasSN) ®© & @& blaaSNI & & & b
RSYlIYRY BE2{§dpyi&KSS 61 NI F3AFAyad L
control our feelings, we rushed to broadcast this live
picture to both the Yemeni and Egyptian peoples! For the
record, this popular uprising had preceded the Egyptian

LIS2 L SQ& dzZLINRAAY3I 2y makd& Wdzy S
the return of Abdel Nasser, and revoking his stepvn
declaration. The same scene was repeated in every Arab
capital. | personally withessed the event, and it is the best
answer to those skeptics who promote the lie that the
demonstrations of the gyptian people during those two

days were premeditated. What about the uprising of Arabs

from the Pacific to the Gulf!
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South Yemen

The Voice of the Arabs stood along with the South Yemen
revolution, after its rejection of the South Yemeni Union
announced by Britain. It contacted factions, liberation
organizations, and liberation leaders such as Qahtan Al
Shaabi and Faisal-8haabi, and sent broadcasters to Aden
to achieve a number of goals, namely the following:

- Spread awareness of freedom aimdlependence among
the masses.

- Support the ideas and objectives of the revolution.

- Form Yemeni radio cadres to carry out this task and later
assume responsibility.

52


https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj8vOessNLWAhVN62MKHZzeD6gQjRwIBw&url=http://www.bbc.com/arabic/inthepress-38952342&psig=AOvVaw3BYlKp_hpxH0fko0YkgnWY&ust=1507048731781428
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://alshawka-press.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/%D9%85%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B6%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A9-610x250.jpg&imgrefurl=http://alshawka-press.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%85%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%AF-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7/&docid=v9_XRTXbXfYBtM&tbnid=roN1Caxe2oKsVM:&w=610&h=250&ei=

- Establish Taiz Radio to address the rebels in South Yemen,
where Taiz is the nearembrthern Yemeni city to the
south.

The Voice of the Arabs correspondents in South Yemen
became the target of the British raids. They considered
themselves Fedayeen, as well as broadcasters. Britain was
fighting bitterly against the idea of getting out ohis
important strategic location, which was the starting point
to protect its colonies in the East. The Voice of the Arabs
was broadcasting and reiterating the calls on the people of
the Arab South to put pressure on colonialism to evacuate,
until it surrendered and had no way but ttake its stick

and leave.

Ahmed Said withémeni leader Ali Nasser Mohamed
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The Iranlraq War

When the eightyear Iranlraq war erupted between Iraq
and Iran, and although diplomatic relations were cut off
between Egypt andnany Arab countries, including Iraq,
the Voice of the Arabs did not abstain from its Arab
national historical role that promoted the Arab interest
above any other considerations. It stood by Iraq in this
fateful war, for the sake of Iraq in particular, cafor the
Gulf region as a whole. It focused its daily political
commentaries on this subject, explaining the colonial
scheme that threatened the entire Gulf region, and
considered Iraq a gateway to this danger. Throughout the
eight years of the war, thedice of the Arabs also aired
interviews with Iragi and Arab political and military
analysts to explain the stages of this war and to warn
against its extension and continuation. It sent
correspondents to cover the events of the war, especially
in the majorbattles, such as the battle of Fao. This role
may have had an impact on the return of Egyptfeab
relations to normal after years of estrangement.
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The Second Gulf War

Arabs awoke on the morning of August 2, 1990, to a
dangerous event, perhaps the ntodangerous event in
modern Arab history, namely the invasion of Kuwait by
Iraq, where the Iraqgi armed forces invaded Kuwaiti
territory, causing devastation and destruction and panic in
the hearts of Kuwaitis and all Arabs. This event was a shock
to the Ambs, who overnight began fighting each other,
after their most cherished dream was a reunion and unity.
Arab leaders split between supporters and opponents of
the invasion, but the peoples wereas always
supporting the right of peoples in their land and
cgpabilities. In this rupture context, the Voice of the Arabs
called on the people to raise their voice above all injustice
and above all narrow interests of the leaders. It addressed
their human conscience away from temporal gains,
reminding them of the indents of ancient and modern
history, and presenting examples of the Kuwaiti people
suffering under this treachery, and how that model could
be repeated with any other Arab people at the hands of
brothers.
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In the meantime, the Voice of the Arabs transnogsswas
extended to twentyfour hours a day, and continued
around the clock, allowing the Kuwaitis fleeing the fires of
war to speak out. Kuwaiti families met each other in Egypt
or other countries where they fled. The Kuwait Radio was
launched from Cairoral was managed by a number of
Egyptian broadcasters. There was cooperation with some
of the Kuwaiti media and cultural personalities living in
Cairo, such as the writer Abdul AzizS&lrei. A connection
between Kuwaitis all over the world was made possible
through the radio. This radio continued until Kuwait was
liberated on February 26, 1991. A delegation of the Voice
of the Arabs entered Kuwait on the first day of liberation
and recorded all manifestations of this historic day.
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Occupation of Iraq

After the United States of America narrowed the screws on
Iraq, with American threats of prosecution, the accusation
of possessing weapons of mass destruction, inspection
teams visiting it from time to time, and imposing -fig
zones on its north and souttegions, it became clear that
there was an impending war against Iraq. The Voice of the
Arabs formed a crisis cell to follow up the events. It
covered all developments, analyzing them through political
and military experts, until the hour of the attack on
Thursday, March 20, 2003. On that day the Voice of the
Arabs stopped its regular programs and replaced them
with a single twentyfour-hour program entitledin the
Heart of the Eventswhich lasted for three full weeks,
reporting all the events from theisites and receiving
reactions from all over the world, drawing on the time
difference between East and We®uring the night hours

in the Arab region, contact was made with the Far East, or
the United States and Canada, where daylight hours were.
It continued until Baghdad fell on April 9, 2003, and it was
a resounding moment for a major Arab capital to descend
into this mysterious rapid fall, which brought with it fears
of the beginning of an Arab collapse in the face of an
encroachment targeting land angkople.
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Arab spring revolutions

The events of the Arab Spring revolutions began in Tunisia
in late November 2010. The Voice of the Arabs followed up
what was happening there until things got worse on Friday,
January 14, 2011. There was a follop/to al the moves
that resulted in the departure of President Zine El Abidine
Ben Ali to an unknown destination. The follayw
continued throughout the night until news of his arrival in
Saudi Arabia was reported. The Voice of the Arabs covered
all the events tht took place in Tunisia, and relayed them
from its sources, first through Tunisian correspondents in
various Tunisian cities. Then came the events of the
revolution in Egypt on January 25, 2011. The Voice of the
Arabs was keen to scientifically analyze awhwas
happening from various aspects through specialists. On
Saturday, January 29, 2011, correspondents met with the
demonstrators in the Tahrir Square to understand their
demands, and how to achieve them, and reported dialogue
initiatives among all pamis that were raised from time to
time, especially the initiative of Azhar. The Voice of the
Arabs was also discussing the possible scenarios in light of
the rising popular demands, until they reached the point of
no return.
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TheRole of the Voice of tle Arabs

In the call for Arab nationalism

The role of the Voice of the Arabs in calling for Arab
nationalism is focused on the following:

1 Instigating the enthusiasm of the masses in
Egypt and the Arab world to embark on political,
social, and economic chargend disseminate
political valuedinked to the idea ohationalism
adopted by the Egyptian leadership at the time,
such as freedom, socialism, and unity.

91 Instilling the desire among the people of the
Arab region and Africa to abolish the borders
between their countries, raise the level of
thought, and link the liberation movements to
the Egyptian capital.

1 Promoting Arab slogans among the Arab world
YIaaSazx AyOtdzZRAYy3AY awlAas
GKS SNI} 2F afl @SN Kla 32y
echoed fromMorocco to Iraq, on the waves of
the Voice of the Arabs.

9 Creating a public opinion, that was previously
absent, especially among illiterates and semi
illiterates, throughout the Arab world. The idea
of Arab nationalism was the focus of this public
opinion.

1 Deepening the idea ofrab nationalism, since
the Voice of the Arabs began, after its first year,
to provide a series of radio talk about Arab
nationalism, the origin of its components, and its
development until crystallized in the modern
liberd Arab movement.

1 Meeting the demands of the Arab peoples
through broadcasting drama, songs, and music
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which correspond to the media needs and aim
to meet the political desires of the Egyptian
government. The programs introduced a new
kind of popular songgolitical in nature.

1 Highlighting the issues of Arab countries and
commenting on them, and reviewing the press
coverage of these issues, as well as highlighting
the glories of the Arab nation and its leaders
who fought for these causes.

9 Underscoring Arabights, focusing mainly on the
right of independence, which was usurped by
colonialism.

1 Bringing to light the relationship between Egypt
and the Arab world, and how it is a relationship
of blood, brotherhood, and religion, and review
its nature in terms of strong emotional
relationships, and that the Egyptians are an
integral part of the Arab nation.

1 Highlighting the strong positive relationship
between religion and nationalism, and how
Islam is one of the basic pillars of Arab
nationalism, through the prestation of drama
that deals with the lives of pioneers of freedom
and justice in the long Islamic history.

9 Focusing on the social and historical dimensions
of Arab nationalism, such as unity of tendencies
and habits, thinking style, and commasense
configuration, and trying to create unity in social
thought.

The Voice of the Arabs programs also focused on the
historical dimension, in terms of the unity of events and
the historical atmosphere in which Arab citizens lived, such
as the unity of shared saddés and national memories. In
its first year, the Voice of the Arabs radio broadcast aired a
ASNRASa 2F Lzt A0 AaSEefiaBa dzy RS
reviewing the civilized history of Arabs.
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The above elements make clear the nature of the role

played by the Voice of the Arabs in the call for Arab
nationalism during the 1950s and 1960s. This issue has

been of interest to many. American writer Alvin Toffler said

AY KA FheSekpfthé Futodé G ¢ KS NI LIAR &l
radios and transistors played amportant role in reviving

Arab nationalism. The same opinion was adopted by

French officials, who asserted that the media campaigns

were behind the success of the ideayof G A2y | f A AY D¢

According to a report by the director of the CIA on the role
playedby Radio Cairo in the war against imperialism, Radio
Cairo was a dangerous competitor of American radio. At
Princeton University in the United States of America, three
studies on Cairo Radio were introduced at the Institute for
Middle East Studies. Theyldé G A GK /I ANRB wl
impact in the Arab and African regions. In 1959 the United
States Congress approved $40 million to strengthen the
Voice of America in the Middle East and Africa. The United
States even linked its exports to Egypt to a halt i toice

of the Arabs radio campaigns against it.

In contrast to the viewpoint that confirms the success of

the Voice of the Arabs Radio in crystallizing and embodying

the idea of Arab nationalism, British political analyst Sir

| dzZ2K DNBSyS ave lekaygeratea linytBeir K|
description of the power of the radio as a weapon in the

hands of Nasser. However, all Radio Cairo could do was
manipulate emotions and popular slogans, such as

W1 NI 0 A& YNRQ FWAYYsG ACNY y OS> | yR 02f
sentimerts that are already latent in the Arab countries

YR 6SNB y2G ONBIGSR o0& (GKS 2,

There was some criticism of the Voice of the Arabs in the
1950s, reflected in the fact that its programs relied on
stirring feelings, without a clear idea d¢fow to direct
them. Some researchers think that the success of the Voice
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of the Arabs Radio in calling for Arab nationalism is due to
many reasons, some relating to Arab reality and some
relating the Arab trend of the Egyptian revolution, while
others rdate it to the subjective determinants of the Voice
of the Arabs Radio. Its programs have also played on the
tendon of adhering to Arabism, against colonialism and
Zionism, and other external threats, through drama, which
deals with the history and gloriesf the Arabs and their
struggle against colonialism.

The Voice of the Arabs radio station relied on the spoken
word to connect with the Arab masses and worked to
increase the influence of this word through the use of high
pitch voices that support the raol campaigns. This was
accompanied by the emergence of the true Arab
O2yalOAizdaySaa FyR GKS adlFoAt Al
in themselves. The power of the Voice of the Arabs Radio
was also apparent in a powerful national engineering tool
capable of seding signals to all parts of the Arab world,
making it one of the most clear and easyreceive radio
stations in the region. It was combined with the human
potential of artistic talents that reinforced the wealth of
the media message and its diversipd thus attracted the
attention of the Arab masses everywhere, including Arabs
living outside the borders of the Arab world.
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Arabic Broadcasts from Cairo

The Voice of the Arabs was part of all the Arab nation
liberation battles and established radistations and
introduced political issues programs with the news of the
first liberation war operations in 1954. It stood up with
Algeria against the French occupation a year earlier.
Through it the first statement by the Algerian President
and leader of he revolution Ahmed Ben Bella was

ONRI ROFat® 1'S alFARY a¢KS +2A0S

GKS 1 £f3I3SNALY NBG2fdziA2y dé

Many programs were devoted to the Algerian issue, and
the voice of the Algerian revolutionaries was heard
worldwide through the Voice othe Arabs, which began
transmitting Radio Algeria from Cairo on May 13, 1967.
The programs of this radio station were broadcast from
9:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m., Cairo time (from 7:30 to 8:30
p.m. Algeria time) on a 19.4#eter short wave. The
program was opeed with a fourminute talk by Youssef
Ben Khadah, the interim head of the Algerian government,
which was recorded in Tunisia. Radio Algeria from Cairo
was jointly run by Algeria and Egypt.

Afyovia Radio
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As it did in Algeria, it stood up with Morocco in its struggle
F3rAyad O2f@kS It NIAK padyENGo i
also stood up with the Arab Peninsula and the Arabian

Ddzf ¥ NB3IA2Yy Ay (GKSAN athedza3atc S
I N} 6 A+ Yy pr&sa.y & dzf | €

In its aspiration to progress, we do not forget the rddia
famousbattle against the Baghdad Paatd its support of
the Yemeni revolution. There is no Arab political, social,
economic, and development issue the Voice of the Arabs
did not support, out of its strong belief in the interest of
the entire Arab nabtin.

During the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, the Kuwait Radio was
launched from Cairo under the supervision of the Voice of
the Arabs. This radio played a major role during the brutal
invasion. It became the voice of truth, exposing the
occupation forces andheir practices. It also contributed
to supporting the steadfastness of the citizens for seven
months until their country was liberated. As a reporter
from Washington, | was reporting to this radio, until it was
moved backo Kuwait after its liberation.
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The Palestinian cause, the primary issue of the Arabs, was
taken care of by Radio Palestine, which was launched on
October 29, 1960, as part of the Voice of the Arabs. It
devoted many programs to this cause on a daily and
nightly basis, expressing the cedit importance of the
Palestinian issue tthe Arab national security.

Radio Palestine from Cairo aims at achieving the following
set of objectives:

1 Highlighting the Egyptian role in supporting the
Palestinian cause and defending its justice in all
international and regional forums.

1 Supporting the Palestinian entity, which was legally
constituted by the Palestine Liberation Organization.

1 Addressing the Palestinian question in all its details and
daily developments, with emphasis on the right of the
Palestnian people to establish their own independent
state with Jerusalem as its capital, while guaranteeing
the right of Palestinian refugees to return to their
homes.

1 Shedding light on the Palestinian character in all its
components and original qualities thatre capable of
survival and growth.

9 Exposing Israeli policies and schemes to swallow the
Palestinian territories and to follow the Zionist
propaganda throughout the world, which depicts the
rightful Palestinians as terrorists and the aggressors as
innocerts defending themselves.

1 Highlighting the Arab, Islamic, and international efforts
in favor of the just Palestinian cause.

1 Providing educational services to the children of the
occupied territories.
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transmitting nine hours a day.
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In addition to Radio Palestine, the Voice of the Arabs
network includes the Nile Valley Radio, which focuses on
the people of north and south of the Nile valley, Egypt, and
Sudan, witha fivehour transmission a daylhe Voiceof

the Arabs helped to mobilize sentiments against the
colonizing countries, which considered the radio a threat
to them. This led the colonial newspapers to devote their
radio stations to resist it. They called for a plan to jam its
transmission, and fieely attacked announcer Ahmed Said.
Some North Africa published papers called for arresting
whoever tried to listen to the Voice of the Arabs. In
addition to news and political programs, the Voice of the
Arabs radio broadcasts included educational, retiozsl,

and other programs. The intensity of its influence may be
0KS NBlFazy F2N G4KS 02t 2yAlf Lk
effect, using sirens and radio jammers to block the Voice of
the Arabs waves.

One of the colonial stations used to transmit threengs

and a continuous whistle on these waves, making listening
to the Voice of the Arabs impossible. This colonial power
station grew more intense in times of news and orientation
programs aimed at mobilizing public opinion on important
issues. As for théentity of the station that jammed the
Voice of the Arabs, it was said to be French, transmitting
from Algeria, or American transmitting from an American
base. It was also said to be anonymous, transmitting from
a ship in the Mediterranean Sea. Britairett to establish a
rival radio station to compete with the Voice of the Arabs,
dzy RSNJ (i R Asgh Co@érn odzi Ada FaGdSyl
The enemies of the Voice of the Arabs recognized its
victory. TheTimespaper, for example, said that Britain
should epect a number of troubles in the Middle East, due
to the constant propaganda from Cairo Radio, Damascus,
and the Voice of the Arabs, noting that the establishment
of new British radio stations was not enough.
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The Voice of the Arabs

And the June 1967 War

Despite the success of the Voice of the Arabs during the
1950s in achieving the goals set by the Egyptian leadership,
the rhetorical and emotional discourse, and its focus on
the emotions and sentiments of the Arab masses, which
continued during the 1960ggeached its peak during the
June 1967 War. A number of analysts consider it among
the reasons of defeat.

In the early hours of the June 1967 War, the Egyptian
media broadcast slogans with nationalistic songs, military
music, and enthusiastic speeches abdhe news of a
pending victory. It started announcing in official
statements that Egypt had downed 250 Israeli planes. It
talked about military defeats of the Israeli army, alleging
that it withdrew in the face of the Egyptian military. After
preaching tle end and destruction of Israel, the media,
strangely enough, announced the important news that
Umm Kulthum had agreed to hold her next concert In Tel
Aviv a week later.

As a result of this news, the entire Arab people lived in the
early hours of the warand for a few days, in a wave of
unrealistic hopes. But suddenly, in contrast to this tone
completely, the people heard the facts, and the Egyptian
media announced official news, carrying the truth, pointing
to the defeat, and stressing that everything bdrast was
incorrect. The great hopes were lost, resulting in a great
psychological earthquake for the Egyptian and Arab
peoples, because of all the lies propagated throughout the
days of the June 1967 war.

The Israeli propaganda apparatus exploited tiisiation
and responded to the news and statements broadcast by
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the Egyptian radio and media. It said that singer Umm
Kulthum would be welcome at her upcoming concerts in
Tel Aviv. The Israeli radio quoted the Egyptian radio and
media as saying that Israelefense minister Moshe Dayan
was lost in the war, and said that Dayan was with us now.
Dayan spoke in arrogance, on Israeli radio, saylng that

ANJF St Qa | Nye O2dZ R y20 0S5
won three wars with the Arabs: the 1948 War, the 1956
ez War, and the SRay War in 1967.

After the June 1967 defeat, Ahmed Said was sacked from
the Voice of the Arabs administration and replaced by
Yahya Abu Bakr for a short time. In 1968, Mohamed
Orouq, a close associate of interior minister Sharaoui
Guma took over the radio station. Then, after the events

of May 15, 1971, Saad Zaghloul Nassar took over the
management of the radio station, beginning a new phase
with different directions.

In addition to the previous and specific objectives of the
Voice ofthe Arabs, another set of goals was established
after the defeat of June 1967, including the following:

1 Preventing the Arab soul from drowning in the
sea of despair and rupture, and protecting it
against disintegration.

i Emphasizing the nationalization ohe battle
and alerting the Arab masses to it, awakening
Arab responsibility and the necessity of all Arabs
to participate in the fateful battle.

1 Focusing on the need to put Arab differences
aside.
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A Commentary by Ahmed Said,

Aweek after the setback
Tuesday, 13 June 1967

After this terrible military defeat of Egypt and the Arabs,
especially for the regime that supported the Voice of the

Arabs and its call for the principles of liberal Arab
nationalism, and despite the confidence of the Arab people

in Egypt and in the leadership of Gamal Abdel Nasser of

GKS ylIadA2yQa YINOK Ay AdGa ol dat
Voice of the Arabs truthfully and fearlessly rushed to

discuss the reasons that led to the terrible defeat. It called

for the optimal soluk 2y G2 GKS ylGA2yQa LI
the establishment of a healthy democratic life through

which the people monitor their leadership so that the

nation would soon return to its triumphant national march

again.

In his radio commentary on the evening ohé 13, 1967,

Mr. Ahmed Said launched an information campaign that
revealed the reasons for the terrible military defeat. He
related it to the lack of decisiemaking methods in the
various Arab capitals, especially the Arab East, concerning
the rules of die freedom in determining the fate of the
LIS2 L) SQa adz00SaaAir@S 3IASYSNI GAZ2Y
and unknown situation for the Arab press, radio, and visual
media. It is still sought for in the various Arab Spring
revolutions, without pausing for a mometo shed light on

the war media controls and facts. The Voice of the Arabs
was fully aware of the external schemes besetting most
Arab countries today, combined with internal bloody
violence. Nothing would save the nation short of a national
ideology thathas achieved greatest victories in the 1950s
and 1960s.

Ahmed Said said in his commentary:
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"fiThe masses should |l earn from
reasons life should return to the contemporary
movement of Arab history. From its results all the
forces of one hundred million must be launched:
politically, economically, and militarily to impose the
Arab dam on the rotten, destructive root. The setback
occurred and imposed itself on the logic that prevailed
in the Arab homelands for so long. An imperative duty
is imposed today on all the one hundred million Arab
minds to find the answersd only the correct
answersd to a number of questions that impose
themselves now and insist in an all-stubborn hatred
and all-bloody obduracy.

9 Question 1: What are the main causes of the
setback? Political and military reasons, and
there must be Arab reasons.

9 CQuestion 2: What does colonialism,
represented by America and Britain, want
today? Whether in terms of their imperialist
schemes or their base Israel?

9 Question 3: What is the worl d nati ons?®o
position toward us, whether the Eastern
bloc, European, Asian, African, or Latin
American countries?

1 Question 4: What kind of weapons can we
use in a political or non-political battle, to
remove the aftermath of aggression and
embark on our national struggle march?

These are the four main questions imposed by the
one hundred million Arab minds on the one hundred
million Arabic tongues, and seeking specific, precise,
and truthful answers through their awareness and
experience, as well as the setback itself.

The Arab reality today should not be left for just
guidance against despair, or just a belief in
nationalism, or just for just collecting the scattered
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contradictions of this nation. It should not also be left
to that propaganda that wants to jump on us as the
setback sacrifice and be contained by the Western
bloc or even by the Eastern bloc, seeking in such
containment by either bloc what is intended to portray
it today as the lifeline of the Arabs or the straw that
may save the drowning Arab. The reality of the
setback, my brother, requires first and foremost an
assessment based on a comprehensive investigation
of all its causes, from the military causes to the Arab
causes, to the administrative causes, to the political
causes related to the capi t al s of t h
powers in the East before the West. Gamal Abdel
Nasser referred to some of these causes, but the
urgency of the setback and the speed of its reaction
has not yet been available to every Arab officiald and
the Arab official today is every Arab citizen who must
understand the full reasons and their dimensions in
Egypt and in every Arab capital that participated in the
fighting or sympathized with it or stood by watching.

The reasons for the setback should not be seen only
as military aspects. We should not only look for them
in the capitals of the West and ignore the East. We
should not also search and explore them only in
Egypt, Syria, or Jordan. We should definitely dig
deeply in the methods of Arab work and also in the
methods and plans of Arab governance over the past
years and throughout the Arab arena. All the one
hundred million must believe in their responsibility for
the setbackd if they want to get out of it into victory.
There is no difference between a president here or a
farmer there. There is no difference between a ruler
here or a worker there.

Everyone is responsible. Everyone owns the
homeland and must manage this property from today.
The one hundred million must exercise their right to
search for the causes of the setback, and then they
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must exercise their right to strike and bury all its
causes. There are political reasons . . . There are
military reasons . . . There are global reasons . . .
Then there are also popular reasons related to the
responsibility of the masses for all the organizational
and governmental wide gaps and also the democratic
practice, through which all the reasons that imposed
the setback have penetrated with amazing and severe
speed.

All the people must think . . . must decide . . . must
watch. All the people must govern and own. They
must always move to fill the loopholes that may
impose a more humiliating and dangerous setback on
the Arab nation. Today, colonial powers, America and
Britain, after directing the setback blow to Arab power,
want to liquidate the national antagonism ignited by
the masses in the July 23 revolution, so that the West
can contain the Arab region once more. It wants to
reposition in it in order to continue plundering its oll
wealth, securing the safety of its strategic positions,
and safeguarding Israel, its aggressive military base.
The Arab masses from the Gulf to the ocean blocked
colonization from striking its second blow to the
symbol of its national social movement when they
hysterically insisted that Nasser should be aware of
the colonial strike dimensions. The colonization of
course did not give up.

With the logic of force and in the center of victory, it
will soon try to direct another strike, if not directed,
next time, against the main base: Egypt. However, it
will undoubtedly try to direct it at the Arab
revolutionary base in Yemen, or at least in Syria, Iraq,
or Algeria, as well as at the national independence
achieved by Kuwait; for example, Morocco, Sudan
and other Arab countries will undoubtedly be exposed.
In light of the setback they will be liable to enormous
pressure by colonialism aimed at imposing restrictions
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and fears on them that may prevent them from starting
to contribute to the liquidation of the setback and the
confrontation of colonialism and achieve victory.

Many conspiracies, and successive plans, are
undoubtedly being put into practice. The responsibility

of the one hundred million, the responsibility of the

masses before the rulers, is to keep their eyes wide

open, organize their crowds, and deploy everywhere,

guarding every oil well in every oil depot, inside every

rul er 6s pal ace, before and b
Nothing should be left to trust. It is the fate of one

hundred million from the Gulf to the ocean before it is

the fate of a group of rulers and officials.

After all, my Arab brother and the one hundred million

Arabs . . . Do you want answers to the questions
imposed by the defeat? Causes of the political,
military, Arab, global, Eastern . . . Western setback?

Do you want to identify the weapons with which we
can remove the setback and start again in our national
social march? | do not have anything, while the scene
breaks my bleeding heart except to reaffirm in the light
of all the general reasons for the setback, that you
should adhere to being Egyptians, decide your fate,
have trust only in yourselves, in your Arabism. Do not
rest assured of the promise of a foreigner, from the
West or the East, looking to contain you. Do not give
up on being a hundred million. Do not be torn apatrt,
disbelieving in your Arabism only to be devoured by
the gaping-mouthed whales now in the vicinity of the
global conflict . . . | rest m
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The Maligned Ahmed Said ...!

Why did the Voice of the Arabs achieve such a sweeping
success in the 1960s, gidg all local and Arab radio

stations? The answer is this: innovation, good choices,
craftsmanship, and followp. That fledgling radio station,

led by Ahmed Said, has always been seeking all that is new

I YR RAFTFSNBYI FNRY 20GKSNJ ad
maragement used to enlist its gifted intellectuals to lead

the scene regardless of seniority, and then follow up

closely with whatever they put on the air. After all these

years, | learned that the fourth element, the follawp, is

what makes a radio statiorcontinue to achieve one

success after another. Ahmed Said never missed the Voice

of the Arabs transmission for a moment. He had a speaker

in his office through which he followed all of the output.

He even was known to raise the volume of the speakers
whenKS ¢Sy i G2 GKS G2AftSGz a2 KS
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that a professional ear was watching what we said on the

air or in recorded material.
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with then information minister Mohammed Fayeq, that

Yemenis in the airport lifted Said over their shoulders,

without feeling the existence of the minister of
information or identifying him.

Yes, theVH OS 2F GKS I Nroa ¢gla yz2a !
he was the right hand of intelligence officer FathDeleb,

who set up a plan for establishing the radio station and
presented it to Gamal Abdel Nasser on March 3, 1953. On
October 29, 1956, following the hanalization of the Suez

Canal, Egypt was subjected to the tripartite aggression, and

the Voice of the Arabs relay station was also bombed.
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